
      

 

 

 

 December 2016 

 

Reflection on Christmas 

 

It seems to me that not long ago I was taking down the Christmas 
tree and packing away the ornaments. Now Christmas has come 
around once again, and it reminds me of just how quickly time flies. 

As physicians we are trained to take care of our responsibilities—a 
duty we do well, though perhaps too well at times, as often this fo-
cus takes us away from family and friends. There’s always an ur-

gent or immediate matter that needs our attention, but I’ve come to 
learn that it’s also imperative to prioritize loved ones, friends, and 

personal pursuits. We need to maintain a healthy work-life balance 
to ensure we are the best version of ourselves for our patients, for 
our loved ones, and most of all for ourselves ………………………. 

 

COMBINED NEWSLETTER 

Worship Services December 2016 

4th  9.30am St Pauls Morning worship = Communion 

        11am  St James Morning Worship—Communion Second Sunday Ad-

vent Peace—Goods for food bank 

8th 7pm St James Remembrance Service 

11th 9.30am St Pauls Morning Worship 

          11am St James Third Sunday Advent—Joy  

12th Laghmor School Service—Laghmor 

18th 9.30am St Pauls Morning Worship  

          11am St James Fourth Sunday advent 

24th 7pm St Pauls Christmas Service Worship 

Committee   

          7pm Carol Service Laghmor 

         25th 9am Combined service St James 

Meetings: and  Dates to Remember 

December 

 Monday  5 International Volunteer Day 

 Wednesday 7 St James’ Worship Committee 

 Thursday 8 Remembrance Service at St James’ 7pm 

 Saturday        Wednesday    10 Christmas in the Park 

 14 St James’ Women’s Fellowship get-together at    Lushington’s 2.30pm 

 January 

 Wednesday    18 Bring and share lunch at St James’ noon 

Your newsletter has been brought to you by your contact person: 

 

————————————————————————————————————————————- 

   St Paul's Presbyterian Church 

   65 Oxford Street, Ashburton 

St James Presbyterian Church 

127 Thomson Street, Tinwald 



Minister Rev John Coutts – Phone 308 8705 / 

0272264473 

Email  :john.coutts@xtra.co.nz                                  

 St James 127 Thompson St Tinwald 

   Parish Clerk: Almond Royds, 302 6706 

   Parish Visitor: Deirdre McFarlane, 308 9499 

   Office Phone: 308 7501 

   Office email:  stjameschurch@xtra.co.nz 

   Office hours: Tuesday & Thursday 10am-11.30am 

 

          St Paul’s 65 Oxford Street Ashburton 

Parish Chairperson: John Tyrrell 302 3777 

Pastoral Co-ordinator: Mary Harrison 308 8437 

Office Phone: 308 6525 

Office email: stpaulsashburton@xtra.co.nz  

Office hours: Friday 9am-11.30am 

Website: www.stpaulsashburton.com 

 

Printing of St Paul’s News letter is kindly                             

sponsored by Ashburton Paper Plus East Street    Ash-

burton  

The holidays are a great time for us to step back from our busy day-to-day pro-
fessional lives and reflect on the past year. In our house, the holiday season has 
always been about family, about spending time with loved ones near and far—
that’s the best gift I could ever receive. And as children grow and branch off into 
their own lives with their own families, this family time becomes more important 
with each passing year. Our immediate family is spread across BC and New 
England, but, despite this, we make sure to have some time together during the 
holidays each year. 

This is also a time of year for traditions—a time to celebrate long-lived traditions 
and introduce new ones. For as long as I can remember, it has been a tradition 
in our house to start playing Christmas carols at the stroke of midnight on 1 De-
cember. Granted, this hasn’t always been received with a warm welcome, espe-
cially by sleeping children. It also wouldn’t be Christmas without decorating the 
tree together (and arguing about where each ornament should go) and nestling 
together as a family to watch our favorite Christmas movies—Miracle on 34th 
Street, Bing Crosby’s White Christmas, and A Christmas Story. 

And, as families grow, new traditions are adopted, created, and blended togeth-
er. For us that happened a few years back with the addition of family-in-law in 
Boston. We now have a new tradition called the “Yankee gift swap”—a gift ex-
change that happens on Christmas Eve when each family member places a 
wrapped mystery gift in the centre of the circle and, in turn, family members 
choose to take either a new gift or steal one that someone else has already cho-
sen. Pure chaos! Especially during the years of the rainbow-colored suspenders 
and the faux-fur muskrat hat (like the RCMP wear). This has become one of the 
highlights of our holiday season, with many laughs had and many memories 
made. The addition of our newest family member, our 2-year-old grandson Riley, 
has certainly started a whole new series of traditions! We’ve learned from Ha-
nukkah and now give him one present a day—much less chaotic than giving him 
all of his presents on Christmas morning since we all seem to spoil him rotten. 
And my new favorite tradition since becoming a grandparent is cuddling up with 
Riley on the couch to watch How the Grinch Stole Christmas over, and over, and 
over again The holiday season is also a time to reflect on the past year and on 
hopes for the coming year, and to rejuvenate. For me, I hope to finish my year as 
president feeling as though I have made a difference, and then to spend more 
time on the little joys in life. The new year will be busy, as always, so it’s im-
portant that we return to the daily craziness feeling refreshed.  

Whether your idea of relaxation is sitting by the fire with a good book, playing 
board games with family and friends, or getting out and enjoying a brisk walk or 
a good bike ride, make sure to take time to do the things that rejuvenate you. 

However you celebrate this holiday season, and whatever the holidays mean to 
you, I wish you all happiness and laughter, good food, good cheer, and good 
time spent with those who matter most. From my family to yours, have a very 
happy December and a very happy holiday season. 
—Bill Cavers, MD 

mailto:stjameschurch@xtra.co.nz
http://www.stpaulsashburton.com


Rosters for Dec 2016 St Pauls 

Foyer, Welcome & Collection Count 

4&11 Thomas family 

18 J Scott/B Hawthorne 

 Duty Elder: 

4 M Harrison 

11 & 18 J Scott 

 Morning Tea 

4 P Cannan/J Benfell 

11 J Marks/M Mareko 

18 A Jones/P Tarbottom 

Church Cleaning 

4 D Mitchell/V Mitchell 

5-18 F Pritchard/M McQuillan 

19-Ja 1 H Mowatt/K McLenaghen 

Park Street Drivers  

2 R Bowning 

9/16 K Dowdle 

Flowers  

4 I Page 

11-25 B Arnst/I Porter 

Rosters for Dec 2016 St James 

Welcome 

4 C Fleming 

11&18 M Twamley 

25& Feb 5 J Reeves  

Elder: 

4 G Lee 

11&18 E Jones 

25&Feb5 M Bishop 

Morning Tea: 

4 B Reverly/ L Gutry 

11 L & D  Burridge 

18 A Royds/H Blee 

Feb 5 C Fleming/e Jones 

Door: 

4 D McFarlane 

11&18 G Lee 

25& Feb 5 M Reeves 

Communion Elders 

4 L & D Burridge 

Please remind the next person 

on   duty 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parish Register St James’ 

The sympathy of the parish goes out to the family of Patricia Bayne. 

We also send our loving sympathy to parishioners who have lost loving family members 

and friends recently. 

New Year 

Would you like to catch up with your church friends during January when we have no 

meetings or regular contact? 

Come along to St James’ on Wednesday, January 18. Please bring pot luck food to 

share e.g. salad, veges, meat, tomatoes, sandwiches, dessert, fruit etc. Tea, coffee, 

juice provided. All welcome – bring your visitors too. 

Please ring Eunice Jones if you would like transport. 

        

Mitre 10 Mega Christmas in the Park 

Saturday, December 10 from 7pm 

Ashburton Domain Oval 

There will be Christmas music, fun, entertainment, a visit from Santa and a fireworks 

display. 

Headline act Dave Dobbyn will be joined by an array of local soloists and choirs, and 

dancers to stage what promises to be a great night of family entertainment. 

This event is staged by the Ashburton Christian Minister’s Association and funded by 

local businesses and churches. 

 

GOOD NEWS –St Paul’s Parish Council is very appreciative of a bequest from the 

Estate of  Miss Helen Durran, a loyal member of our  Church who attended worship 

regularly until going into a rest home care. Such generosity gives us the opportunity 

to look for a greater degree of outreach in times ahead. 

Remembrance Service 

A special service of remembrance will be held on Thursday, December 8 at 

7pm at St James’. We take time out from the rush and preparation for Christ-

mas to remember with love those family members or friends who will not be 

with us for Christmas. Cup of tea to follow. 



The Community Christmas Lunch is being held again this 

year at the Sinclair Centre, Park Street at 12.30pm on 

Christmas Day. This lunch is for anyone who would like to 

share Christmas Day with others.  There is no charge. 

Registration forms are available from Community House or 

Presbyterian Support or by calling Ann Allott 3080333. If 

you would like to volunteer to help on the day or make a 

donation to help with the lunch, please give Ann a call. 

Keith Dowdle—Park Street Day Care 

Sandra Thomas—Meals on wheels 

Wish all their  drivers, runners and helpers a very Merry Christmas and safe  

happy holidays. We both thank you very much for all your support over 2016 

an look forward to  this continuing into 2017. 

If you can help with either of these worthy causes please contact us. 

Keith on  3083317 

Sandra on 3086536 or work 3077699 

As  the saying goes “May hands make light work” and we could sure use 

more  supporting helpers. 

Thank you all once again 

 

January Services 

 

         1st    10am      Combined Service St Andrews 

       8th    11am      Combined Service St James 

       15th   9.30am  Combined Service Baring 

Square 

       22nd  9.30am  Combined Service St Pauls 

       29th   9.30am St Pauls Morning Worship 

                   11am    St James Morning Worship 

 

       Feb 5th  9.30am St Pauls Morning Worship 

                      11am    St James Morning Worship 

 


