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Understanding Lawn Care 

Imagine the conversation the Creator might have with St Francis about lawn care. 

“Frank, you know all about gardens and nature. What in the world is going on down there? 

What happened to the dandelions, violets, thistles and stuff I started eons ago? I had a 

perfect, no-maintenance garden plan. Those plants grow in any type of soil, withstand 

drought and multiply with abandon.  

“The nectar from the long-lasting blossoms attracted butterflies, honey bees and flocks of 

song birds. I expected to see a vast garden of colours by now. But all I see are these 

green rectangles.’’ 

“It’s the tribes that settled there, Lord. They started calling our flowers ‘weeds’ and went 

to great extent to kill them and replace them with grass.” 

“Grass? But grass is so boring.  It’s not colourful. It doesn’t attract butterflies,  

birds and bees, only grubs and sod worms. It’s temperamental with temperatures. Do 

these tribes really want all that grass growing there?” 
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Worship Services October 2016 

2nd 9.30am St Pauls service of Communion-World Communion 

        11am  St James Morning Worship 

9th 9.30am St Pauls Morning Worship 

       7pm  St James Evening Worship 

16th 10am Combined service at St Andrews 

23rd 9.30am St Pauls Morning Worship 

         7pm St James Evening Worship 

30th 9.30am St Pauls Morning Worship 

          7pm St Pauls Gospel and Song service— light supper to follow 

          11am St James Morning Worship 

 

Meetings: 

4th  10am St Pauls Senior Women’s Group 

13th Worship Committee 

18th 10am St Pauls Senior Women’s Group 

 

Rev John will be conducting these services at rest homes on behalf of 

St James’ and St Paul’s. Your support is welcome. 

Wednesday, October 19 at Coldstream at 11am. 

Tuesday, October 25 at Rosebank at 11am 

Thursday, November 3 at Princes Court at 11am 

Your newsletter has been brought to you by your contact person: 

 

————————————————————————————————————————————- 

   St Paul's Presbyterian Church 

   64 Oxford Street, Ashburton 

St James Presbyterian Church 

Thomson Street, Tinwald 



Minister Rev John Coutts – Phone 308 8705 / 

0272264473 

Email  :john.coutts@xtra.co.nz                                  

 St James Thompson St Tinwald 

   Parish Clerk: Almond Royds, 302 6706 

   Parish Visitor: Deirdre McFarlane, 308 9499 

   Office Phone: 308 7501 

   Office email:  stjameschurch@xtra.co.nz 

   Office hours: Tuesday & Thursday 10am-11.30am 

 

          St Paul’s 65 Oxford Street Ashburton 

Parish Chairperson: John Tyrrell 302 3777 

Pastoral Co-ordinator: Mary Harrison 308 8437 

Office Phone: 308 6525 

Office email: stpaulsashburton@xtra.co.nz  

Office hours: Friday 9am-11.30am 

Website: www.stpaulsashburton.com 

 

Printing of St Paul’s News letter is kindly                             

sponsored by Ashburton Paper Plus East Street    Ash-

burton  

 

“Apparently so, Lord, They go to great pains to grow it and keep it green. They begin each 

spring by fertilising it and poisoning any other plant that crops up in the lawn.” 

“The spring rains and cool weather probably make grass grow really fast. That must make 

them happy.” 

“Apparently not, Lord. As soon as it grows a little, they cut it – sometimes twice a week.” 

“They cut it? Do they bale it like hay?” 

“Not exactly, Lord. Most of them rake it up and put it in bags.” 

“They bag it? Why? Is it a cash crop? Do they sell it?” 

“No, sir. Just the opposite. They pay to throw it away.” 

“Now let me get this straight. They fertilise grass so it will grow, and when it does grow, 

they cut it off and pay to throw it away?” 

“Yes, sir.” 

“They must be relieved in the summer when we cut back on the rain and turn up the 

heat. That surely slows the growth and save them a lot of work.” 

“You aren’t going to believe this Lord. When the grass stops growing so fast, they drag out 

hoses and pay more money to water it so they can continue to mow it and pay to get rid 

of it.” 

“What nonsense! At least they kept some of the trees. That was a sheer stroke of genius 

if I do say so myself. The trees grow leaves in the spring to provide beauty and shade in 

the summer. In autumn they fall to the ground and form a natural blanket to keep mois-

ture in the soil and protect the trees and bushes. Plus, as they rot, the leaves form com-

post to enhance the soil. It’s the natural circle of life.” 

“You’d better sit down, Lord. They’ve drawn a new circle. As soon as the leaves fall, they 

rake them into great piles and have them hauled away.” 

“No! What do they do to protect he shrub and tree roots in the winter and keep the soil 

moist and loose?” 

“After throwing away your leaves, they go out and buy something they call mulch. They 

haul it home and spread it around in place of the leaves.” 

“And where do they get this mulch?” 

“They cut down trees and grind them up” 

“I’ve heard enough! I don’t want to think about this anymore. Saint Catherine, you’re in 

charge of the arts what movie have you scheduled for us tonight?” 

“Dumb and Dumber, Lord. It’s a really stupid movie about…” 

“Never mind. I think I just heard the whole story.” 

mailto:stjameschurch@xtra.co.nz
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Rosters for Oct 2016 St Pauls 

Foyer, Welcome & Collection Count 

 2 I Officer-Holmes\ R Gordon 

 9 M & I Harrison 

 23 & 30 J & J Crouchley 

Duty Elder: 

2 & 9 N McDowell 

23rd  Betty Arnst 

30th C Efford 

 Morning Tea 

2 M Tourle\ K McLenaghen 

9 J & J Crouchley 

23 Thomas Family 

30 H & F Committee 

Church Cleaning 

Sept 26-Oct 9 M Chapman\R 

Gordon 

Oct 10-23 J Butterick\R Wylie 

Oct 24–Nov 6 J Dowdle\P Cannan 

Park Street Drivers  

7th-K Dowdle, 14th-B Hawthorne 

21st A Bartlett, 28th K Dowdle  

 

 

Rosters for Oct 2016 St James 

Welcome 

Eunice Jones 

Bev Reverley 

Moira MacLeod 

Elder: 

Judy Reeves 

Lois Burridge 

Eunice Jones 

Morning Tea: 

2nd A & R Scammell 

9th E & I Armstrong 

23rd M Twamley\E Jones 

30th S & G Watson 

Door: 

Murray Reeves 

Dennis Burridge 

Gay Lee 

Please remind the next person 

on   duty 

 

 
St James’ Women’s Fellowship 

Wednesday, October 19 1.30pm in the church lounge       

Our speaker is Alison MacGregor, from Hospice Mid Canterbury  

Devotions led by Almond Royds 

Visiting and hostesses: Lois Burridge, Elizabeth Armstrong and Eunice 

Jones 

Visitors welcome. 

 

 

St Paul’s Senior Women’s Group 

Stimulating thoughts, readings and social interaction makes for a pleas-

ant hour for the Senior Women’s Group which meets each second Tues-

day. 

As many as 15 attend and all are welcome. 

Some members help with the children’s holiday programme and all 

members support the church in its many activities. 

Starting at 10am with a cuppa members take turns to bring interesting 

thoughts, readings and reminiscences of a spiritual nature to an always 

appreciative group.  

A joke or a funny story always ends the presentation following the tradi-

tion set by former leader the late Rae Hewson.   

There is no compulsion for any member to lead the 

meeting but doing so, with the help of another to 

bring morning tea, makes the effort worthwhile. 

St James’ Parish Register 

The sympathy of the parish goes out to the families 

of John Bayne, Doone Oldham and Colin Thomas. 

We also send our loving sympathy to parishioners who have lost loved 

family members and friends recently. 

 



St Paul’s Meals on Wheels October 3rd, 4th and 5th If you 

can help at all please phone  Sandra on 0274054211 or 

wk 3077699 . Thank you to all those who help. 

Plants 4 U @ Rakaia 

Saturday, October 1 from 9am 

Hundreds of plants of all varieties, all at reasonable prices. 

Plus a produce stall featuring preserves and baking and Rakaia marma-

lade. 

This is a Plains Presbyterian fundraiser to be held on at the Rakaia Presby-

terian Church on the main road, by the two big trees. 

***************************** 

St David’s Union Parish Fair and Garage Sale 

Saturday, October 8 from 9am 

Cakes, biscuits, sweets, jams and preserves, plants, veges, produce. 

Bouncy castle, games, BBQ, morning tea, handcrafts, white elephant stall 

***************************** 

Operation Cover Up 

Thank you to all our wonderful knitters who again have provided enough to fill 35 

wool bales from Canterbury alone. Nineteen bales were filled solely with blankets. 

This year has brought a few changes within the organisation as the mission is 

moving into communities with orphanages and homes closing down. These are 

positive moves. Our help is still very much needed as many families struggle with 

unemployment, sickness and harsh weather conditions. 

Our focus this year is for more blankets. Other items also needed are larger sizes 

of knitted clothing for children and adults, plus scarves, slippers, socks, gloves, 

mittens, personal hygiene items, bed linen, towels and stationery. 

Items that are NOT NEEDED this year are hats, beanies, small blankets and baby-

wear. 

Blessings to you all. 

Maureen McQuarrie, Canterbury co-ordinator. 

I have in my hands two boxes, 

Which God gave me to hold.  

He said, "Put all your sorrows in the black box, 

And all your joys into the gold." 

I heeded His words, and in the two boxes 

Both my joys and sorrows I stored, 

But though the gold became heavier each day, 

The black was as light as before. 

With curiosity, I opened the black. 

I wanted to find out why, 

And I saw, in the base of  the box, a hole 

Which my sorrows had fallen out by. 

I showed the hole to God and mused, 

"I wonder where my sorrows could be?" 

He smiled a gentle smile and said, 

"My child, they're here with me." 

I asked God why He gave me the boxes, 

Why the gold and the black with the hole? 

"My child, the gold is for you to count your bless-

ings. 

The black is for you to let go." 

 

GODS BOXES 


