
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

February 

2018  

St James’ Presbyterian Church 

St Paul’s Presbyterian Church 

Dear People of St James and St Pauls Presbyterian Parishes,  
   Thank you for the welcoming note in the last Stay 
Connected newsletter. 

I am delighted to be invited to serve as the minister in your 
parishes for a short interim ministry from February 7th until April 
30th.     

During these few weeks, as part of the family of God, we 
will journey together through the Lent and Easter Seasons. During 
Lent, I will be offering a six week study for any of you to share the 
journey to Easter with me. It has been written by Kelvin Wright and 
Peter Carroll especially for 2018.  I suggest we meet on Monday 
evenings from 7.30 – 9pm.    

   Continued P2 
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Worship Services February 2018 
 

February   4      10:00am St Paul’s led by Valmai McKenzie  
 
February 11      10:00am Coniston Chapel, followed by picnic. 
  Rev Helen Wallis 
 
February 18      10:00am St Paul’s. Rev Helen Wallis 
 
February 25      10:00am  St James’. Rev Helen Wallis 
 
March        4      10:00am St Paul’s. Communion.  
  Rev Helen Wallis        
       
 
 

 
Stay Connected Newsletter:    
Items Due:  February 25, 2018 
Please ensure all items for Stay Connected are sent/given to: 
St Paul’s:   Isabell Page    307 0353 
St James’:  Eunice Jones  308 5847 

Printing of Stay Connected is kindly sponsored 
by Ashburton Paper Plus, East Street, Ashburton 
 

Your newsletter has been brought to you by your 
contact person: 
 
………………………………………………………………………………… 

February 
2018 
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Worry is interest paid on trouble before it is due 

Directory 

Minister – Rev. Helen Wallis 
Phone 307 4422  or  027 221 3701 

Email:  hfwallis@xtra.co.nz 
 

St James’ 127 Thomson Street, Tinwald  
Parish Clerk:       Almond Royds        Phone:  302 6706 
Office details:       Phone: 308 7501 
       Email:  stjameschurch@xtra.co.nz 
 

St Paul’s, 65 Oxford Street, Ashburton 
Parish Chairperson:        John Tyrrell            Phone: 302 3777 
Pastoral Co-ordinator:   Mary Harrison        Phone:  308 8437 
Office details:                  Phone:  308 6525 
      Email:  stpaulsashburton@xtra.co.nz 
Office hours:     Friday 9am – 11:30am 
Website:     www.stpaulsashburton.com 
 
 
 
 
Worry is interest paid on trouble before it is due 
 
 
 
 

 

            My prayer is that our time together will be an opportunity for the renewal 
of faith and commitment and the discernment off God’s plans for each one of us 
and the parishes as we travel on.  

As you will know, the Presbytery has appointed the Reverend Brent 
Richardson of the Timaru Presbyterian Parish as the Convener of the Ministry 
Settlement Board and your faithful prayer for all the members of that board is 
requested for their work of discerning and searching for an experienced minister 
to lead you all into the next phase of your work and mission for the community. 
 This year marks my 40th year in ministry, and no, it has not been like 
Moses’ 40 years wandering in the wilderness!   I have been richly blessed and 
thank God for the many blessings and opportunities I have been given in both 
Parish Ministry and Chaplaincy appointments as well as the through the privilege 
of serving on various committees or as Moderator in four different Presbyteries of 
the PCANZ.             

My first Sunday among you will be on Picnic Sunday, with a service in 
the Coniston Chapel followed by early lunch and then at 2pm, I would be 
delighted if some of you would join me at Tuarangi for their regular fortnightly 
service.   
I look forward to meeting you all and give thanks for this opportunity to be called 
to minister among and with you all, focusing on the PCANZ premise of the 
“Priesthood of all believers” and I am reminded that as one person wrote:  
 “Mine is not the strength of an individual, but the strength of many ……  
  Ehara taku toa i te toa takitahi, engari he toa takitini”   

                                       

                                                                               
 
                                         

 

 

One day the zoo-keeper noticed that the 
monkey was reading two books - the Bible and 
Darwin's The Origin of Species. In surprise he 
asked the ape, "Why are you reading both 
those books"?  
"Well," said the monkey, "I just wanted to know 
if I was my brother's keeper or my keeper's 
brother."  
 

In the service of Christ 
Sincerely 

Helen F. Wallis (Reverend) 

mailto:hfwallis@xtra.co.nz
mailto:stjameschurch@xtra.co.nz
mailto:stpaulsashburton@xtra.co.nz
http://www.stpaulsashburton.com/
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God’s Boxes 
 

I have in my hands two boxes, 
Which God gave me to hold.  
He said, "Put all your sorrows in the black box, 
And all your joys into the gold." 

I heeded His words, and in the two boxes 

Both my joys and sorrows I stored, 

But though the gold became heavier each day, 

The black was as light as before. 

With curiosity, I opened the black. 

I wanted to find out why, 

And I saw, in the base of the box, a hole 

Which my sorrows had fallen out by. 

I showed the hole to God and mused, 

"I wonder where my sorrows could be?" 

He smiled a gentle smile and said, 

"My child, they're here with me." 

I asked God why He gave me the boxes, 

Why the gold and the black with the hole? 

"My child, the gold is for you to count your blessings. 

The black is for you to let go." 

               ****************************** 

Our churches both accept non-perishable food items which are 

donated to food banks in the town. If you can help just bring  

them along to any service and leave in the baskets in the foyer. 

 

 

                                        

 
 

On January 14 we farewelled Rev John Coutts and his wife Maureen. 

John has retired from parish ministry and they have moved to 

Oamaru. 

Our parishes gave them a monetary gift and we hope to hear what 

they have purchased with it. 

We wish them all the very best in retirement and thank them both for 

the work they did for our parishes over the last couple of years. 

John and Maureen are pictured with the parish clerks, John Tyrell, 

left, St Paul’s and Almond Royds, right, St James’. 

 

We are delighted to welcome Rev Helen Wallis and her husband, 

John, into the parishes until April 30, on a short interim ministry. 

Helen’s contact details are in the newsletter directory. 

 



 
 
 

Rev Helen will lead a simple journey through Lent beginning on 

Monday, February 12 at St Paul’s lounge from 7.30pm until 9pm. 

The study has been written by Kelvin Wright and Peter Carroll 

especially for 2018.   

It is suitable for anyone on a faith journey. 

 

 
 

An informal group has been meeting on the first Sunday of the month 

to explore their faith. 

This faith discussion group will begin again on Sunday, Februay 4 

at 7pm at St James’, 

The venue alternates between the two parishes. 

Anyone is most welcome to come along and explore their faith in a 

non-threatening environment. 

 

 
 

Our worship service on February 11 will be held in the chapel at 

Coniston, on the Methven Highway at 11am, wet or fine. 

This building served the people of Flemington as a Presbyterian 

Church for many years and is a lovely building in which to 

worship. The service will commence at 10am and afterwards you 

are invited to bring your picnic lunch and enjoy the wonderful 

setting of the mature gardens at Coniston. Please bring a chair if 

possible. Hot water will be provided but please bring your tea or 

coffee and milk. 

Shelter is available so don’t worry about the weather! 

 

 

                
Cleaning 
Jan 29-February 11  Jenny Scott and Mag McConnachie 
February 12-25  Adair Pethig and Christine Dean 
February 26-March 11 Ilse Kruger and Medi Tourle 
 
(Please note the Church is being used weekly by the Tongan 
and Cook Island churches so it will still need cleaning weekly). 
 
If you are unable to do any of your duties please swap with 
someone else. 
 

 
 
 
 

Sunday, February   4    Faith Discussion Group 7pm St James’ 
Monday, February   5   Bible Study, 1.30pm, 7 Shearer St. 
Every Wednesday        Drop In for a cuppa, 10-noon, St James  
Sunday, February  11   Picnic following service at Coniston  
Monday, February 12   Faith journey through Lent 7.30-9pm 
          St Paul’s  and then every Monday. 
Tuesday, February 13   St Paul’s Women’s Fellowship, 10am 
    Betty Arnst 
Thursday, February 15  Worship Committee,St James’  
Tuesday, February 20   Combined Parish Council 7pm  
                                        St James’ 
Wednesday, Feb    21   Women’s Fellowship, 1.30pm,  
                                        St James’  
 Tuesday, February 27   St Paul’s Women’s Fellowship, 10am 

Alison Jones    
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Church Duties 
St James’ 
Elder 
February 11  Murray Reeves           
February 25  Elizabeth Armstrong 
 
Welcomer 
February 11  Alison Scammell 
February 25  Moira Macleod 
 
Door 
February 11  Roger Scammell 
February 25  Margaret Blair  
  
Morning tea   
February 25 Bev Reveley and Murray Reeves 
 
St Paul’s 
Elder    
February 4 &18   Iris Officer-Holmes  
 
Foyer 
February 4 &18   P. Cannan & G. Donnelly 
 
Morning tea 
February   4  J. Butterick and A. Cairns 
February 18  
  
Flower Roster M. Chapman 
 
 

 
 

 

St James’ Women’s Fellowship 
 
Visitors are welcome to join us on Wednesday, February 
21 at 1.30pm in the St James’ lounge. 
Show and tell a favourite Christmas card or calendars. 

 
 

The St James’ Monday bible study group 
meets at 1.30pm at the home of Judy and 
Murray Reeves, 7 Shearer Street, Tinwald. 
New members are welcome to join us. 
Phone 308 8123 

 
 
Six year old Angie and her four year old brother Joel were sitting together 
during church services.  Joel giggled, sang, and talked out loud.  Finally, his 
big sister had enough. 
 
“You’re not supposed to talk out loud in church.” 
 
“Why?  Who’s going to stop me?” Joel asked. 
 
Angie pointed to the back of the church and said, “See those two men 
standing by the door?  They’re hushers.” 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Many thanks to those who presented 
the Christmas story to the children of 
Hampstead School in December. 

Junior pupils at Hampstead 
School enjoyed the 
Christmas story at St 
Paul’s.  

Men enjoying a meal, 
speaker and fellowship at 
St James’ in November. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bride Alice Mareko and groom Tafito L 
Selesele with their attendants at their 
wedding in Samoa 

The movers and shakers. 

White Sunday 
Celebrations 

Christmas 
Dinner – 
Beautiful food, 
Great company! 





 
 
 
 
 
 
 


