
 

Worship Services April 2018 
 

April   1         10.00am         Easter Sunday St Paul’s, Communion 

         Rev Helen Wallis. Baring Square joining us. 

 

April   8         10.00am        St James’. Rev Helen Wallis 

 

April 15         10.00am         St Paul’s.  Jason Shaw and family from Geraldine 

 

April 22          10.00am        St James’. Harvest Festival 

                   Rev Helen Wallis 

 

April 29          10.00am        St Paul’s. Rev Helen Wallis 

 

May   6           10.00am        St Paul’s. Rev Helen Wallis          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 
 
 
 
Stay Connected Newsletter:    
Items Due:  April 22, 2018 
Please ensure all items for Stay Connected are sent/given to: 
St Paul’s:   Isabell Page    307 0353 
St James’:  Eunice Jones  308 5847 
 

Printing of Stay Connected is kindly sponsored by Ashburton Paper Plus, 
 East Street, Ashburton 

 
 

 

  

Your newsletter has been brought to you by your contact person: 
 

………………………………………………………………………………… 

https://www.brainyquote.com/topics/inspirational
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Dear People of the St James’ and St Paul’s Parishes, 
Since February when I was appointed as your minister in a temporary capacity, I 
have been thoroughly enjoying working with you all.   It is over 50 years since I was a 
member of the parish in the Mid 60’s.  On this new journey together we are learning 
how to welcome change, how to adapt to new ways of doing things, and to new 
perspectives of ministry and mission. The changes may be overt and subtle, but we 
journey with faith while the Ministry Settlement Board continues its search for a 
permanent appointment. We’re actually doing very important work as the two 
parishes work together and in doing so, we are becoming stronger, more adaptable, 
and sure of the  mission and ministry that God calls each one of us to.  My hat’s off 
to you all for the great work you are sharing and I am looking forward to continuing 
in this interim journey with you for the next while…. God willing!    

St Paul’s Presbyterian Church 

St James’ Presbyterian Church 



 

This is not just a time for us  to push the “PAUSE BUTTON” and wait it out; and so, 
allowing for the Spirit to shape us more & more into the image of our Lord Jesus 
Christ – the risen One,   we will carry on with the important work, Jesus calls us to, 
of sharing his love with all we meet along the way, and what better time to do that, 
than  as we celebrate the Easter Season?  
      Some of you may not have any opportunity to participate in services of worship 
during this coming Holy week, nor even on Easter Day.  But one can’t celebrate 
Easter without acknowledging in some way, the journey from Maundy Thursday 
(when Jesus celebrated a Passover meal with his disciples and asked them to 
remember Him) - nor move through the Easter season without acknowledging that 
terrible day that we now call Good Friday –remembering that Jesus was CRUCIFIED 
on the cross.  
     The account of the passion of Christ is as important to our understanding of God's 
love and redemption, as is the account of the resurrection.  To this end, the film 
“The Passion of Christ” on Shine TV is recommended viewing on this Easter 
weekend. We need both the high notes, of Jesus entry into Jerusalem and the 
sombre tones of suffering as well as the joyful news of Jesus Christ’s resurrection 
which we celebrate on Easter Sunday.  
     The story is well recorded in that short gospel of Mark and I seriously urge you to 
take the time to read that whole gospel through during this Easter Season.  It only 
takes about an hour and a half to read and is a great overview of Jesus life and 
ministry.    As you read it … perhaps you could imagine what it would have been like 
to be in the crowds as an eyewitness during that week of the Festival of the 
Passover, through the events of Good Friday, to the day of Jesus rising again over 
two thousand years ago.  
      Would you have cheered Jesus with “Hallelujahs” as he entered Jerusalem        
that hot day?  
      Or would you have joined the crowds  after his arrest  and trial calling  “Crucify 
Him…Crucify Him” 
      What bloody reminder could you have had scored on your heart for making that 
call? 
      And now, what part of Jesus’ love and compassion are you called to share as a 
result of his death and rising again? 
 
At this stage of my life…  I am so grateful to the Lord for mercifully and miraculously 
using me to continue to try and communicate his love and peace to anxious, fearful, 
despairing, and sometimes hate-filled persons along the journey which is not over 
yet.   I, like you all, have yet to arrive at the gates of His kingdom and so we must 
continue by God’s grace to do the little we can to share his love and the promise of 
joy and gladness for all people. 
Peace and Blesssings 
Helen Wallis   (Reverend) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Minister – Rev. Helen Wallis 
Phone 307 4422  or  027 221 3701 
Email:  hfwallis@xtra.co.nz 

 

 
 

St James’ 127 Thomson Street, Tinwald  
 

Parish Clerk:          Almond Royds        Phone:  302 6706 
Office details:          Phone: 308 7501 
                     Email:  stjameschurch@xtra.co.nz 
 

St Paul’s, 65 Oxford Street, Ashburton 
 

Parish Chairperson:        John Tyrrell            Phone:   302 3777 
Pastoral Co-ordinator:   Mary Harrison        Phone:  308 8437 
Office details:                  Phone:  308 6525 
                    Email:  stpaulsashburton@xtra.co.nz 
Office hours:        Friday 9am – 11:30am 
Website:        www.stpaulsashburton.com 

 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:hfwallis@xtra.co.nz
mailto:stjameschurch@xtra.co.nz
mailto:stpaulsashburton@xtra.co.nz
http://www.stpaulsashburton.com/
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=831027083677123&set=a.831027607010404.1073741828.100003095168597&type=3


 

Faith Discussion Group  
An informal gathering of people wishing to explore their faith and theological 
understanding in a contemporary world. 
You are welcome to join the six to 10 people who have been regularly 
meeting on the first Sunday of the month at 7pm (Even months St James’ / 
odd months St Paul’s) 
Because of Easter we will meet on April 8 (the second Sunday) at St James. 
 

 
Paul - The Apostle of Christ 
 
A special showing of the film Paul – The Apostle of Christ will be held on 
Tuesday, April 10, at 6pm. Tickets can be purchased at the theatre for 
$10.50. 
 
 
St James’ Women’s Fellowship will visit Waihi Lodge in Geraldine on April 
18. Cars will leave St James’ Church, Thomson Street at 11.45am. Lunch will 
be in Geraldine. 
Devotions: Gay Lee. 
Roll call: Afternoon tea and fresh fruit for residents. 
Hostesses/visiting: Judy Reeves, Eunice Jones and Almond Royds.  
Visitors are most welcome. 

 

 

 
Meals on Wheels 

 

St Paul’s is due to deliver Meals on Wheels from 
Tuesday, April 3 to 
Saturday, April 6. 

 
 

If you can help with this very important service, please phone  
Pat Cannon 308 8670 
 
St James’ Church is responsible for delivering meals on Monday, April 
23, Tuesday, April 24, Thursday, April 26 and Friday, April 27. 
There is no delivery on Anzac Day, Wednesday, April 25. 
If you can help please telephone Moira Macleod on 308 9575, 
 
 

 

 



 

 

Alpine Presbytery Gathering 

 April 27-29, 2018 at the Village Church in Bryndwr, corner 
Ilam Road and Aorangi Street, Christchurch). 
It will begin with a cuppa from 2pm on the Friday with the 
official start at 2.30pm. The Gathering will end after 

church/morning-tea on the Sunday (service at St Andrew’s College Chapel). 
All parishes are urged to ensure that they are represented. 
 
Theme: With the changing shape of church, how might we develop the 
social enterprise dimension of our life? 
Key speakers for the Gathering include: 
 
Stephen Moe, who wrote the book “Social Enterprises in New Zealand: A 
Legal Handbook” and is in the corporate and commercial team at Parry Field 
Lawyers in Christchurch where he often works with charities, not for profits 
and social enterprises. He attends Hope Presbyterian Church in Rolleston 
and is in the process of founding a social enterprise cinema in Rolleston 
where he also lives. 
 
Rev Sarah Rice, who is interested in how the church participates in the 
redemptive work that the Father is doing through the Son by the Spirit in the 
world. This is a belief that Jesus is active and calls us to embody his good 
news locally, nationally and internationally. She is a co-senior pastor with her 
husband Elliot, at Papanui Baptist in Christchurch and a teaching fellow at 
Laidlaw College, Christchurch campus. Sarah originates from Zimbabwe and 
is currently doing her Masters in Development Studies with Massey. 
 
Rev Dr Blair Stirling Dip Min, BTheol, Dip Grad, PGDipCApSc, PhD 
MANZASW. Director, Te Whare Awhero, Rev Sharaine Steenberg (currently 
in Blenheim) and Rev Richard Dawson (Moderator of the PCANZ). 
To register visit the website at alpinepresbytery.org/events 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.proflowers.com/blog/easter-flowers-guide


 

Free Confident Driving Course for Mature Drivers 
 

Mature drivers in the Ashburton District are offered a free refresher course. 

The one day, five hour course is designed to be informative, enjoyable and informal. 

There are no tests or exams. The course is free with morning tea, lunch and 

refreshments provided. 

A course will be held on Friday, April 20 at the Senior Centre, Havelock Street.  

To book a place contact Age Concern, phone 308 6817. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Harvest Thanksgiving 

 

Gifts of produce or other goods suitable for the town’s foodbanks would be most 

welcome at the Harvest Thanksgiving Service on April 22. 

 

Anyone from both parishes is welcome to come to St James’ on Saturday afternoon, 

April 21, from 1.30pm to help set up the display and to bring along any donations. 

 

Otherwise donations can be brought to the service on the Sunday.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://bolanosdrivingschool.net/news/
https://mandyevebarnett.com/2015/10/12/the-difference-between-thanksgiving-and-harvest-festival/


 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 

Tuesday, April 3-Friday, April 6   Meals on Wheels, St Paul’s 

Sunday, April 8           Faith Discussion Group, St James’, 7pm 

Tuesday, April 10          St Paul’s Fellowship Group, 10am,  

Kay McLenaghan 308 6430 

Tuesday, April 10         Film Paul – The Apostle of Christ, Regent Theatre, 6pm 

Thursday, April 12         Combined Worship Committees St James’, 5.30pm. 

Tuesday, April 17         Parish Council meet at St James’, 7pm. 

Wednesday, April 18         St James’ Women’s Fellowship visit Waihi Lodge 

Friday, April 20                    Mature Driver’s refresher course Senior Centre 

Sunday, April 22         Newsletter information due. 

Monday, April 23, April 24, April 26, April 27 Meals on Wheels, St James’ 

Tuesday, April 24         St Paul’s Fellowship Group, 10am,  

        Louise Clucas 307 2141 

 
 

Need a hand or a listening ear?  Get in touch! 
 
St James’ 
 
Contact Almond:  Telephone:  302 6706 
Church email:  stjameschurch@xtra.co.nz 
 
St Paul’s 
 
Contact:  Mary:    Telephone:  308 8437 
Church email:  stpaulsashburton@xtra.co.nz 
 
Reverent Helen Wallis  Telephone:  307 4422 or 027 221 3701 
                                            Email:  hfwallis@xtra.co.nz  

mailto:stjameschurch@xtra.co.nz
mailto:stpaulsashburton@xtra.co.nz


              

 

St James’ 
Elder 
April   8   Alex Ross           
April 22   Deirdre McFarlane 
 
Welcomer 
April   8   Almond Royds 
April 22   Hilda Blee 
 
Door 
April   8   Jill Ross 
April 22   Dennis Burridge 
   
Morning tea   

  April   8   Christine Fleming and Lynda Tayles 
 April 22   Shona Thomas and Moira Macleod 

 

St Paul’s 
Elder    
April 1 and 15  J. Benfell 
April 29   Parish Council 
 
Foyer/Collection Count 
April 1 and 15  K and J. Dowdle 
April 29   Parish Council 
 
Morning tea 
April   1   H & F Committee 
April 15   B. Arnst & S. Dornay 
April 29   H & F Committee 
 
Cleaning 
March 26-April 8   Jenny Dowdle & Margaret Wood 
April 9-22          Margaret Chapman & Rhonda Gordon 
April 23-May 6     Sue Templeton & Raylene Wylie 
 
Flower Roster 
April              Jenny Marks 

 

  



 
 

 The Fall  

 

 

man named Jack was walking along a steep cliff one day, when he accidentally got too close to 
the edge and fell. On the way down he grabbed a branch, which temporarily stopped his fall. He 

looked down and to his horror saw that the canyon fell straight down for more than a thousand feet.  
        
      He couldn't hang onto the branch forever, and there was no way for him to climb up the steep wall 
of the cliff. So Jack began yelling for help, hoping that someone passing by would hear him and lower a 
rope or something.  
        
      HELP! HELP! Is anyone up there? "HELP!"  
        
      He yelled for a long time, but no one heard him. He was about to give up when he heard a voice. 
Jack, Jack. Can you hear me?"  
        
      "Yes, yes! I can hear you. I'm down here!"  
        
      "I can see you, Jack. Are you all right?"  
        
      "Yes, but who are you, and where are you?  
        
      "I am the Lord, Jack. I'm everywhere."  
        
      "The Lord? You mean, GOD?"  
        
      "That's Me."  
        
      "God, please help me! I promise if, you'll get me down from here, I'll stop sinning. I'll be a really 
good person. I'll serve You for the rest of my life."  
        
      "Easy on the promises, Jack. Let's get you off from there; then we can talk."  
        
      "Now, here's what I want you to do. Listen carefully."  
        
      "I'll do anything, Lord. Just tell me what to do."  
        
      "Okay. Let go of the branch.""What?" "I said, let go of the branch. Just trust Me. Let go."  
        
      There was a long silence.  
        
      Finally Jack yelled, "HELP! HELP! IS ANYONE ELSE UP THERE?" 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://laoblogger.com/clipart-image-man-hanging-from-branch.html


At the Foot of the Cross 

At the foot of the cross, I lay it all down 
Everything in my life, that's hidden deep inside 
I give it away, for my Saviour to heal 
These fears that I have, that I've buried for years 
At the feet of Jesus, my heart pours out tears 
As I kneel and pray, my thoughts become clear 
And I finally see what's so very dear 
 
At the foot of the cross, I cry out in pain 
Anguishing thoughts pour out like rain 
But, amidst these tears, I find a peace so calm 
As Jesus scurries in, the darkness fades away 
My heart is freed, my mind once again sane 
And the past torments I've had are forever washed away 
My life burns brighter, like the dawning of a new day 
 
At the foot of the cross, I'm loved and not lost 
Where the Holy drops of blood, have paid off sin's costs 
And the Saviour was taken, now risen once more 
Through the grace of God, the veil was torn 

And the world was cast a new rope of hope 
Dangling freely from Heaven, climbable by faith alone 
To an eternal place, where sin and death are dead 
 
At the foot of the cross, life can be found 
On your knees draped in blood, on Calvary's sacred ground. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
So, Easter commemorates when Jesus hid eggs for the disciples to find, and then he 
turned all the rabbits into chocolate, right? 

http://chainimage.com/stocks/christian-easter-christian-easter-christian-easter-christian-easter


 

Empty Tomb Buns Recipe 
by Anne Feenstra   

 

After these have been baked, discover that there is an 
“Empty Tomb” in the center of each bun, along with some 
sweetness at the bottom – yum!!! 

  

Ingredients 

Favourite prepared yeast dough recipe or frozen crescent rolls Melted butter 
Large marshmallows Cinnamon White Sugar 

Method 

Mix cinnamon and sugar in a bowl. Roll a marshmallow in melted butter and then 
in the cinnamon-sugar mixture. Enclose sugared marshmallow in a small amount 
of dough, sealing together well. After placing on cookie sheets, let the buns rise 
until almost doubled in size. Then bake for 10-12 minutes in a 350-375° F 
oven. Immediately remove buns from trays, especially if any of the sugary 
mixture has seeped out of any buns. 

Notes Prepared buns may be placed seam-side down on the tray for a smooth 
bun look. 

or: 

seam-side up for a slightly rougher look like that of a rock. Seam-side up also 
helps to prevent more seepage of the sugary mixture. 

Plain marshmallows (without melted butter and the cinnamon-sugar mixture) 
may also be placed in the dough. Without butter, the dough is easier to seal. 

Symbolism 

• Marshmallow - body of Jesus 

• Butter and cinnamon-sugar mixture – the oil and spices Jesus’ body was 
anointed with 

• Dough – the tomb 

• Cavity in bun – the empty tomb 
 
 
 
 
 
 


